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3 inches from the body. If the colt is standing, the end of the cord should be suspended in a tumbler containing tincture of iodine and allowed to remain two or three minutes to saturate the stump thoroughly. It is not necessary to tie the navel cord stump unless it bleeds considerably. In this case it may be tied, but the string should not be allowed to remain for more than five or six hours. There is always some blood left in the blood-vessels of the cord stump and it is best to permit this to escape. All the attention the foal needs is dipping of the cord and tying only when the bleeding is severe. This care will often prevent such diseases as joint- or navel-ill and scours.
When this part of the foaling program has been attended to, the foal should be dried with towels, if the mother does not do this herself. The first milk the foal receives from the mother is called colostrum, this being nature's own physic.
The act of foaling in most cases is an uneventful process and only an occasional mare has any difficulty. When this does happen the owner should not wait too long before help is secured.
JOINT-ILL IN FOALS
Joint- or navel-ill is a disease of foals which takes on the nature of an arthritis or inflammation of the joints. While the term navel-ill is commonly used, the disease affects the joints primarily by means of an infection that often enters through the stump of the navel cord shortly after the foal is dropped. In some of the horse-breeding sections of America the losses from this disease have been very heavy, the death rate being from 30 to 50 per cent, and many of the animals that recover are left permanently crippled and of little value.
Cause
Joint-ill is due to the entrance of germs in the navel cord stump at or shortly after the birth of the foal. Various